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Brief Description of
Research Project

Travelers’ decisions regarding transportation can be
conceived of along a long-term to short-term spectrum.
Decisions of residential locations, vehicle ownership, and
work destination are usually established over the scale of
years. Over a shorter time period of perhaps months,
people make decisions regarding parking purchase and
non-work destinations. Despite this broad range of time
frames, current strategies for the dissemination of
transportation information concentrate at the short-term end
of the spectrum.

To foster more sustainable transportation choice behavior,
an effective information strategy should be ideally designed
to work along the full time-scale range, particularly since
longer-term decisions frequently constrain the shorter-term
options. However, the insights on the sensitivity of choices
at varying time scales to information interventions, or the
impact of long-term choices on those made over the shorter
terms are limited.

This project will develop practical approaches to the
delivery of accessibility related information and new
decision-making models in the full time-scale range that are




informed by multiple disciplines including cognitive science,
behavioral economics, marketing, transportation, and urban
planning. It will design information interventions intended for
the full range of transportation-relevant decisions and test
their impacts on people moving to the Greater Lafayette
area, Indiana. The research is designed to test the
sensitivity of: (i) long-term decision of residential location
choice to information, and (ii) the sensitivity of short-term
travel characteristics to long-term residential location
choice.
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